
McLaren Housing Society of British Columbia is a 

non-profit organization whose mission is to 

provide affordable housing and support services 

to help people living with HIV/AIDS pursue 

improved health, increased independence and a 

greater sense of community. 

Please join us 

Canada’s first housing program for people with HIV / AIDS, 

McLaren Housing Society has since 1987 helped men, 

women, and children living with HIV / AIDS to secure and 

maintain safe and affordable housing.   

The Society manages 32 housing units in Helmcken 

House, and 30 additional units in partnership with 

the Seymour Place and Mole Hill housing 

developments.  McLaren also administers 17 portable 

rental subsidies or “portables”, which enable 

recipients to live in apartments of their choice 

anywhere in BC. 

The Living Empowered and Positive Program (LEAP) 

features 20 portable subsidies which include a 

support component (“supportables”), helping 

recipients to build life skills to find and maintain safe 

and affordable housing.   

These 62 rental units and the 17 portables are funded 

by BC Housing. 

 

McLaren provides an additional 28 portables 

through its fundraising efforts and the generosity of 

individuals and corporations who share our mission.  

Portable subsidies are an ideal program to enhance 

independence and integration with community, and 

are a relatively inexpensive way to subsidize 

housing, costing on average $6000.00 /year per 

subsidy.   

Housing is Health 

Stable housing is key to helping people stay 

healthy. Stress related to homelessness 

and poverty can often exacerbate 

symptoms and accelerate disease 

progression.  Having a home with access to 

water, food and refrigeration can make 

following complex regimens possible.  

Many people with HIV and AIDS find it 

impossible to continue working as their 

illness progresses.  This can lead to 

inadequate housing at a time when a clean, 

quiet and private home environment is 

more critical than ever to sustaining 

physical and emotional health.  
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We rely 100% on donations from foundations and the community  

to fund each of the 28 McLaren portable subsidies. 

 



The last few years have been a particular challenge for McLaren.  Rents have been increasing, which 

increases the amount of money needed to support the portable subsidies.  Yet, with tough economic times, 

donations and grants have been declining.   

 

We need your help, now more than ever. 

 

A tax-deductible gift of $125 will provide safe and affordable housing for one person for 

one week, $500 for one month and $6000 for one year.   

 

Please do what you can to help us maintain our support of men, women, and children living with HIV/AIDS 

to secure and maintain safe and affordable housing.  

Online: www.mclarenhousing.com 

By mail: 

McLaren Housing Society of BC 

#200-649 Helmcken Street 

Vancouver, BC   V6B 5R1 

Phone: 604-669-4090 
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